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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
JAN. 8, 2020 


A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy Megrath, 
Treasurer Richard Reed, Secretary Jack Crowther, and Directors Dick Doyle and Jim Ficken. No Board of 
Directors business was conducted. 


Members Bill Ellwood and Tim Lonergan were also present. 


The minutes of the November meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter, except for the fact that 
tonight’s meeting was mistakenly printed as Jan. 4. Andy send out an email to notify members of the correct 
date. 


Treasurer Richard Reed presented his report. The total in all our accounts is $72,777.47. Net income from 
ripoff tickets sold at Tomasi’s bar in Fair Haven stands at $25,957 for the fiscal year beginning in March. The 
report was approved unanimously. 


Andy Megrath reported that the VVA State Council planned to meet Saturday, Jan. 11, at our offices here in 
Rutland. Jack Crowther moved that the chapter provide refreshments. Seconded by Richard Reed. Approved 
unanimously. 


We are looking for a vice president. With elections due in April, anyone interested in that office or a seat on 
the Board of Directors should express their interest. 


There was brief discussion of the proposed Vietnam “memory book,” the photo history of Vermont with a 
short section of Vermont content. This was discussed at the November meeting. If the $250,000 in funding 
could be found, each Vietnam vet in Vermont would get a free copy. Andy said he would bring the issue up at 
a meeting the following week of the the Governor’s Veterans Advisory Committee. 


Elaborating further on the GVAC agenda, Andy said Gov. Scott was supporting three of four current issues 
the committee is backing. One is a measure to exempt military retiree pay from state income taxes, as is done 
in the adjoining states of New Hampshire, New York, and Massachusetts. This would encourage military 
retirees, many of whom are still working, to stay in Vermont. Andy encouraged members to speak to their 
legislators in support of the legislation. 


Another measure with GVAC support is exempting military disability pay from inclusion in the household 
income form that is filed with state income tax returns. Household income is used to determine property tax 
rebates for people who meet certain income guidelines. Under the proposal, vets with disability income 
would not be penalized, as they are now, on their property tax reductions. Gov. Scott reportedly wants to see 
what the impact is on the state expenses before endorsing the measure. 


Two other measures the GVAC supports are including reservists in the education benefits for the National 
Guard and making the state’s military leader, the adjutant general of the National Guard, a position appointed 
by the governor rather than one elected by the Legislature. 


Finally, GVAC wants the state to investigate and implement a reporting system to identify veterans in the 
state. This would be done by having your veteran status noted on various state forms. “Right now there is 
nobody in Montpelier that actually knows how many veterans are in the state of Vermont,” Andy said. 
“That’s basically what it boils down to.” 


Bill Ellwood again reported on the “archiving project,” which he and Jack Crowther have undertaken to 
preserve Chapter 1’s story. The two have digitally scanned newsletters from 2004 to the present, several 
dozen photographs, and some other records. With the help of the Rutland Historical Society, some material is 
now on the Historical Society’s website, rutlandhistory.com. Other, more voluminous material will be stored 
on the website archive.org for permanent storage and access by the public. 


Following the presentation, Bill suggested a $500 donation be made to the Rutland Historical Society as a 
gesture of appreciation for their help in preserving the Chapter | legacy. He noted that the society’s members 
have generously volunteered their time to help us in the archiving process and have let us use their scanning 
equipment. 


Bill’s motion to donate $500 to the historical society was seconded by Jack Crowther. Passed unanimously. 
Dick Doyle won the $50 drawing among those who attended the meeting. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Jack Crowther, secretary 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, AT 4 P.M. 
AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING. 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
MARCH 11, 2020 


A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy 
Megrath, Secretary Jack Crowther, and Director Jim Ficken. No Board of Directors business was 
conducted. 


Members Tim Lonergan and Frank Wetherby were also present. 
The minutes of the January meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter. 


President Andy Megrath presented the treasurer’s report for Richard Reed. The total in all our accounts 
is $104,565.66. 


Andy reported on the Governor’s Veterans Advisory Council, which had met the day before at the 
Vermont Veterans Cemetery in Randolph. He reported that 
4 the VA Medical Center in White River Junction was 
—= <ITEN PS y =| . : 
ASSO FE | serving vets but having them all enter through one door, 
Ps where they are screened for the corona virus. 


“Crossover day” in the Legislature was to be March 13, 
Andy reported. That’s the day when bills need to pass from 
the chamber (House or Senate) where they originated to 
the other chamber to have a chance of passing. Subsequent 
to our meeting, the Legislature shut down for a week due 
to the corona virus. 


Chapter 1 President Andy Megrath presents : : : 
a check for $40,000 to Chief Financial Officer Andy said that Gov. Scott has endorsed Bill H 846, which 


Mary Alma Noonan of the Rutland City Schoo! | would make pensions for military retirees tax-free. 
system to provide a self-sustaining Testimony was to take place that day. Andy noted that 
scholarship fund for graduates of the Stafford is aan aly allow 10 mines or iesemonv on abil 
Technical Center who are children or piteeehics © bs . y . : 
grandchildren of veterans. Stafford’s director, | Andy mentioned there had been a “meet-and-greet 

Melissa Connor, teat ght.) (Detalle inthe session among legislators, veterans, and representatives of 


letter. 
newsletter.) the Vermont Veterans Home on Feb. 4. 





Andy said he and two others from GVAC were working on a web page for the council. Three vendors 
will be submitting proposals to create the site to Bob Burke, director of the Veterans Affairs Office in 
Montpelier, who will refer the matter to the state adjutant general, Brig. Gen. Greg Knight. The site will 
tell of the council’s accomplishments and bills that it is supporting. The web site may include links to a 
list of senators and representatives, so vets can easily contact their legislators. 


A submarine, the USS Vermont, will be commissioned April 18 in Groton, Conn. 
National Guard retirees meet for breakfast the second Tuesday of the month at Denny’s. 


Post 31 of the American Legion will host a Vet to Vet informational and social event Saturday, March 
21, for veterans, families and friends. (Check status for cancellation.) The schedule includes Help 
Booths from 4 to 5 p.m., an informational panel from 5 to 5:30 p.m., a Vet Q & A from 5:30 to 6 p.m. 
moderated by Rep. Bob Helm of Fair Haven, and an $8 spaghetti dinner at 6 p.m. Dancing to a DJ will 
begin at 7 p.m. For further information, contact Dolores Luebke at (802) 645-0109. 


Andy contacted the Rutland Board of Aldermen, Mayor David Allaire, Treasurer Mary Markowski, and 
city Parks Director Bob Peterson to discuss the chapter adding money to the Rutland County Vietnam 
Veterans War Memorial Trust Fund for ongoing maintenance of the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. The chapter established the trust fund in 2017 with a contribution of $10,000. When Chapter 
1 is no more, the money will help the city, which technically owns the memorial, to keep it up. The 
chapter has discussed adding to the fund. After some discussion, and in consideration of the healthy state 
of the Chapter 1 finances, Jack Crowther moved to appropriate $15,000 to add to the trust fund. 
Seconded by Jim Ficken. Passed unanimously. We have now put $25,000 into the trust fund. 


We held a related discussion on the memorial about the fact that access to the memorial by someone in a 
wheel chair is only possible by traveling some distance on a sidewalk from either end of the park. A curb 
cut by the memorial and short paved access directly to the memorial would address that issue. A rough 
estimate of the cost is $10,000. 


As the result of discussion, we reached a consensus that when we get a firm estimate for the curb cut and 
entrance to the memorial, we will most likely appropriate funds for that and not ask that it come out of 
the war memorial trust fund. 


Discussion next turned to beefing up the other trust fund the chapter maintains for awarding scholarships 
to Rutland High School’s Stafford Technical Center graduates. Established last year with $12,000, the 
Chapter 1, Vietnam Veterans of America, Stafford Technical Center Scholarship provides $2,000 a year 
for graduating seniors who are the children or grandchildren of veterans and plan to continue their 
technical educations. The $2,000 can be divided in various ways to accommodate different numbers of 
students. 


Discussion pointed to the fact that a fund of $50,000, invested at 5 percent interest, would yield a bit 
more than the $2,000 annual award, making the scholarship fund self-sustaining. With that in mind, Jim 
Ficken moved to appropriate $40,000 for the Stafford scholarships. Seconded by Frank Wetherby. 
Passed unanimously. 


Andy read a thank-you letter from Home at Last, a homelessness prevention program for vets based in 
Brattleboro. Chapter 1 donated $2,000 to the program, which acquires mobile homes and rents them to 


vets. All administrative functions of the organization are performed by 
volunteers. 


Jack Crowther reported the transfer to West Rutland American Legion Post 
87 of the marble bust that was part of the original Rutland County Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Rutland. When we replaced the sculpture in 2017, due 
to deterioration of the original, we saved a portion of the old sculpture, which 
has now found a home at Post 87. The photo shows the bust and the stand 
made for it. The sculpture sits in the banquet room of the Legion and will be 
officially unveiled after the 2020 Memorial Day Parade, when the post offers 
the community a free dinner. Chapter | will provide a plaque describing 
briefly the history of the carving. A draft of the plaque reads as follows: 


This marble bust is a portion of the original centerpiece of the Rutland 
County Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Rutland. The late John Reno of 
Fair Haven, a Vietnam veteran and artist, began the sculpture as a 
tribute to fellow veterans but died in an accident in 1982 before 
completing it. West Rutland sculptor Don Ramey completed the 
carving, which was dedicated in 2000. The original sculpture, suffering 
from exposure to the elements, was recreated by Don Ramey and 
dedicated in 2017. Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 1, of Rutland County Vietnam Veterans 

donated this remnant of the original memorial to West Rutland Memorial in Rutland is 
American Legion Post 87 in 2020. It serves as a lasting tribute to the now in place on its own 
men and women from Rutland County who served in the Vietnam War pedestal at American 
(1955 — 1975). Legion Post 87 in West 
Rutland. 


The bust of the original 
sculpture from the Rutland 





Frank Wetherby made a request for support of the Moving Wall, a half-size 
traveling version of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, 
D.C. The Moving Wall will come to Brattleboro on Sept. 16. VVA Chapter 843 of Brattleboro is co- 
sponsor with the town, and Frank, though a Chapter 1 member, is helping with the arrangements. A visit 
of the Moving Wall requires a number of preparations by the host city, including accommodations for 
the staff, construction of a platform and other details. Frank will come back with a specific request at our 
April meeting. The overall cost is estimated at about $10,000. 


The VVA State Council will meet Saturday, March 21, at 11 a.m, at the Chapter | office in Rutland. 


In other business, Jack Crowther was appointed head of the Nominating Committee and presented the 
following names for voting at the April 8 Annual Meeting: president, Andy Megrath, who has served 16 
years as president; vice president, Tim Lonergan; treasurer, Richard Reed; secretary, Jack Crowther; and 
directors Jim Ficken, Bill Whitney, Dick Doyle, Frank Wetherby, and George Henry. Anyone else 
interested in serving as an officer or director should attend or express interest to President Andy Megrath 
(email vthogman @ gmail.com) or an officer or director. 


Andy Megrath won the $50 drawing among those who attended the meeting. 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, AT 4 P.M. 


AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING. 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
JUNE 30, 2020 


A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy 
Megrath, Secretary Jack Crowther, and Treasurer Richard Reed. No Board of Directors business was 
conducted. 


Member Bill Ellwood was also present. 
The minutes of the March meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter. 


Chapter 1 was saddened in May by news of the death of Bill 
Higgins of Castleton, a life member of the chapter. With his 
wife, Beth, who produced many of the early newsletters of the 
chapter, he played an important role in chapter activities and 
served on the Board of Directors and in the color guard. As 
noted in his obituary, he attended the Thursday night POW-MIA 
vigil in Fair Haven for many years.Chapter | President Andy 
Megrath was part of Bill’s funeral as a bearer and member of 
the Patriot Guard Riders, a motorcycle escort club. 


Treasurer Richard Reed reported that the chapter has a total of 
$50,055 on hand. His report was approved. The sharp drop in 
Bill and Beth Higgins were funds from March is the result of two major legacy donations 
Serdeait cB one " noted in the last newsletter: $40,000 approved for an . 
endowment for the Chapter 1, Vietnam Veterans of America, 
Scholarship for the Stafford Technical Center; and $15,000 to 
beef up the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund for perpetual care of the memorial. 





Established last year with a $12,000 donation from Chapter 1, the Stafford scholarship endowment now 
has $50,000 to sustain it and provide approximately $2,000 a year in perpetuity. The scholarships will 
allow selected Stafford graduates who have a veteran parent or grandparent to continue their technical 
educations. 


Andy read a thank-you letter from the Rutland Public Schools Foundation for the recent contribution. 
The letter noted the funds would assist “generations of 
Stafford graduates as they pursue advanced training in their 
chosen fields.” It was signed by Mary Noonan of the 
Foundation board. 


Ironically, the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted school 

graduations and attendant rewards this spring. Further 
effort will be made to select a scholarship recipient or 
recipients for 2020. 


Andy also read a thank-you from a veteran for whom 

; . ‘ Chapter 1 had purchased a bed for $425 from Vermont 
Andy Megrath, center, Peter Bedrooms. The request had come from Richard Gallo, 

Mayhew, and Beth Foor were outreach specialist at the Vermont Veterans Outreach 


among members of the Patriot Program. The veteran was moving into an apartment and 
Guard Riders, a motorcycle club, lacked furniture. 
that placed a wreath at the 


Butane Comnty Nieman Vetotalis Gallo appeared at our meeting this time with a vet who had 
Memorial in Rutland on Memorial 


been laid off from Rutland Regional Medical Center and 
Day, May 25. ae ee i 
was continuing his education to help his employability. The 
man faced several other challenges, adding up to a heavy financial burden. After the man, a veteran of 
regular and National Guard service for many years, and Gallo left, Jack Crowther made a motion to 
donate $716.22 to purchase a computer and printer to assist the man’s educational efforts. Seconded by 
Bill Ellwood. Passed unanimously. As with other other assistance of that type, the money will be paid 
directly to the vendor, in this case to the computer seller, Dell. 





There was some discussion of the future of the national VVA organization, that is, what is the future of 
our single-war organization as our members die off and become less active. Alternatives seem to be to 
let VVA die with the “last man standing,” or transform and rename it to accommodate veterans from the 
post-Vietnam military. Andy Megrath, who is vice president of the VVA Vermont State Council and has 
contact with the national organization, speculated that current national President John Rowland would 
like to head up a reorganized VVA into the future. 


All VVA members receive The VVA Veteran magazine, which takes up the matter of VVA’s future in the 
March/April 2020 issue. The Letters section includes seven letters from veterans, all opposed to 
changing the name and eligibility requirements. Also helpful is a column on Page 8 by Rex Moody, 
chair of the Conference of State Council Presidents. Moody explains Resolution GA-21. The resolution 
would: “Require VVA’s Officers and Board of Directors to investigate the requirements to change the 
name of Vietnam Veterans of America to a name that would entice Post- Vietnam era veterans to join the 
renamed organization and then open up membership to these newer veterans. The proposed changes 
would be presented to the delegates to the 2021 Convention for ratification.” 


Moody emphasized that the resolution only directs the VVA national officers and Board of Directors to 
investigate the changes, not to actually make them. Actually making the changes would require a change 
to the VVA Constitution, which requires a two-thirds vote at a National Convention, according to 
Moody’s column. 


As further comment on the possible shape of future operations, Andy quoted Vermont State Council 
President Perry Melvin as saying that if the Vermont State Council of VVA chapters were to go “belly 
up,” individual chapters could continue to operate under the national organization. 


On another matter, after brief discussion, Jack Crowther moved that the chapter donate $1,500 for this 
year’s fireworks display sponsored by the Paramount Theatre. The history of the contribution is this: The 
chapter had previously approved a donation of that amount to sponsor a patriotic concert at the 
Paramount by one of the country’s military musical groups, of which there are a number. That never got 
off the ground, but recently Eric Mallette, the Paramount’s former program director and now its director, 
asked if the chapter might put the money toward a fireworks display, since the previous sponsor, the 
Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce, chose not to do it this year out of fear of spreading the 
coronavirus. 


The fireworks will be held, as usual, at the Rutland Fairgrounds, but residents will have to watch from 
outside the grounds to maintain social distancing. 


The motion passed unanimously. 


In other business, Bill Ellwood reported on the Archiving Project. He and Jack Crowther are heading up 
the project to sort through Chapter 1 documents and memorabilia, scanning into digital files the items 
that lend themselves to scanning and preserving a few physical items that the Rutland Historical Society 
is able to store. 


Bill noted that some Chapter | material is already on the historical society website, rutlandhistory.com. 
To access the material that’s out there, go to the website, find the Site Map in the top menu. The site map 
is an alphabetical listing of Historical Society topics. Go to the letter “V” and find “Vietnam Veterans of 
Rutland County.” That will lead you to what eventually will be a large quantity of information, including 
about 30 years of newsletters. Some of the material will be stored on archive.org, which is able to handle 
quantities of material too extensive for the Rutland Historical Society website. But it all will be 
accessible through rutlandhistory.com. 


Bill also mentioned his interest, in the future, in giving Chapter 1 members a chance to record memories 
of their service as part of the preservation of chapter history. 


Jack Crowther reported that the Rutland Recreation and Parks Department, through Bob Peterson, parks 
director, has graciously agreed to take over watering of flowers and plants at the Rutland County 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Bob has also taken responsibility for replacing the American and POW- 
MIA flags at the memorial. Thus the transition to city maintenance has begun, although the Rutland 
Garden Club and Chapter 1 are still involved with planting and upkeep. As mentioned above, Chapter 1 
set up a trust fund for future maintenance of the memorial. The fund now has $25,000 from Chapter 1. 
The chapter has also offered to pay for an access ramp on the west side of the memorial from the street 
that runs between the memorial and houses to the west, but there may not be a cost to us. The ramp will 
facilitate wheelchair access to the memorial. At present, a wheelchair can only enter far down the park 
where the sidewalk meets the street. 


Andy turned the meeting over to Nominating Committee Chair Jack Crowther for election of officers, 
normally done at the Annual Meeting in April. Due to the coronavirus, there was no meeting in April. 
With Tim Lonergan agreeing to serve as vice president and Bill Ellwood agreeing to become a director, 


the nominees for office were as follows: president, Andy Megrath (who has served 16 years as 
president); vice president, Tim Lonergan; treasurer, Richard Reed; secretary, Jack Crowther (who has 
served as secretary for 22 of the last 23 years); and directors Bill Ellwood, Jim Ficken, Bill Whitney, 
Dick Doyle, Frank Wetherby, and George Henry. Richard Reed moved to elect the slate of officers. 
Seconded by Bill Ellwood. Passed unanimously. 


Jack Crowther won the $50 drawing among those who attended the meeting. 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 9, AT 4 P.M. 


AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING. 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
SEPT. 9, 2020 


A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included Vice President Tim 
Longergan, Secretary Jack Crowther, Treasurer Richard Reed, and directors Dick Doyle, William Whitney, 
Jim Ficken and Bill Ellwood. No Board of Directors business was conducted. 


Jim Freese of Rutland Town also attended. 
Vice President Tim Lonergan presided in the absence of President Andy Megrath. 
The minutes of the June meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter. 


Treasurer Richard Reed reported that the chapter had a total of $47,549.83 on hand, as of the end of 
August. He noted that Tomasi’s bar in Fair Haven, the source of most of the chapter’s revenue through the 
sale of ripoff tickets, has been closed due to the pandemic. Income from ticket sales for the fiscal year 
beginning in March is $3,420. Following the meeting, Richard made contact with Danielle Tomasi, who 
reported that the bar hopes to reopen sometime in the fall. Richard’s report was approved. 


The VVA State Council will meet Saturday, Sept. 19, at 11 a.m. at the Chapter | offices. Any members are 
welcome to attend to see what the state VVA organization is up to. 


In response to a question from Tim Lonergan, Jack Crowther reported that the chapter’s $1,500 
contribution helped pay for a Rutland fireworks display on July 4 sponsored by the Paramount Theatre. 
The chapter had previously committed that amount to the Paramount for sponsorship of a U.S. military 
band concert. That never occurred. When the regular sponsor of the city fireworks dropped out, Eric 
Mallette, director of the Paramount, asked if the chapter might donate the $1,500 to fireworks instead of a 
concert. After getting phone approval from the Board of Directors, the chapter okayed the fireworks 
expenditure. 


Bill Ellwood reported on the archiving of Chapter 1 records, a project he has undertaken with Jack 
Crowther in cooperation with the Rutland Historical Society. Bill noted that so far the project has placed all 
the chapter’s newsletters from 1992 to the present on the Rutland Historical Society website 
(rutlandhistory.com) and/or archive.com. The latter website allows for storage of much greater volumes of 
material than the historical society’s site can accommodate. All the material is reachable through links on 
rutlandhistory.com. 


Bill said Doreen McCullough, vice president of the Historical Society and Bill’s main contact, had inquired 
to be sure the chapter was comfortable with its material being available for public scrutiny. Bill and Jack 


explained that in posting chapter newsletters and membership lists, we are deleting the email addresses that 
we sometimes circulate to members. In posting membership lists through past years, we will simply list 
names and not addresses or phone numbers. Jack made a motion that the meeting endorse these measures 
to protect the privacy of chapter members. Seconded by Dick Doyle. Passed unanimously. 


Bill noted that Jack had gone through the chapter’s photo collection, scanning them into the computer and 
putting captions on them. Pictures with unidentified people and events have been sent to members for help 
with identification. 


Bill has also set up a spreadsheet to keep track of Chapter 1 records and material, so that as they may be 
dispersed and stored in the future their location will be recorded. 


Noting that the archiving project may require some supplies, such as thumb drives or office materials, Jack 
made a motion that the chapter approve up to $200 for supplies as the project goes forward. Seconded by 
Richard Reed. Approved unanimously. Bill and Jack will submit receipts as any money is spent. 


To access the archived material, click on the Chapter | logo on the Historical Society website 
(rutlandhistory.com). It leads to a menu of search options. (Some are not yet active.) 


Jim Ficken gave a review of the Stafford Technical School scholarship program sponsored by Chapter 1. 
Chapter 1 has endowed the trust fund that supplies the money with $50,000, which we feel will keep it 
going in perpetuity. As Jim explained, the scholarship is set up to distribute up to $2,000 a year in 
increments of $500, so that outstanding graduates of Stafford will have help extending their technical 
training. The Stafford Technical Center selects the winners, who must be the child or grandchild of a 
veteran. “A lot of talk and effort went into how it’s being set up and how it’s being divvied out,” Jim said. 


Jack Crowther has been tending to some of the maintenance of the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, along with the Rutland Garden Club and the Rutland Recreation and Parks Department. He 
made the suggestion that the plantings around the memorial’s central sculpture, the marble prone soldier, 
be replaced with inanimate material due to the difficulty of maintaining healthy plants. Over the years, he 
has cultivated wooly thyme and, most recently, dragon’s blood sedum, but it has been a struggle to keep the 
area looking good. He offered the suggestion of using crushed red slate over landscape fabric to allow 
easier Maintenance. 


Richard Reed made a motion to give Jack authority to look into “some sort of inorganic ground covering 
around the memorial,” and spend up to $500 for materials needed. Seconded by Dick Doyle. Passed 
unanimously. Tim Lonergan, Bill Ellwood and Jim Ficken offered to help. 


Tim Lonergan won the $50 drawing among those who attended the meeting. 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, NOV. 4, AT 4 P.M. 
(NOT OUR NORMAL SECOND WEDNESDAY, WHICH IS VETERANS DAY) 
AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING. 
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
NOV. 4, 2020 


A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy Megrath, Vice 
President Tim Longergan, Secretary Jack Crowther, Treasurer Richard Reed, and directors Dick Doyle and Bill 
Ellwood. No Board of Directors business was conducted. 


The minutes of the September meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter. 


Treasurer Richard Reed reported that the chapter had a total of 
$47,656.36 on hand, as of the end of October. Tomasi’s bar in Fair 
Haven, the source of most of the chapter’s revenue through the sale of 
ripoff tickets, remains closed due to the pandemic. Richard reiterated 
that the bar hopes to reopen at some point in the future. Richard’s report 
was approved. 


President Andy Megrath will again serve as host for the Applebee’s 
Grill & Bar in Rutland on Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11, when the 
restaurant provides a free meal for veterans from a selected menu. Non- 
veteran spouses or partners will pay the regular price. Andy said that 
because of the pandemic, anyone wishing to eat inside the restaurant 
would need reservations. Bar seating is not available. Applebee’s is also 
working with the Moose Club and American Legion on this project, but 


Grea, yellow? and red: the colors of the details were not clear. Check with the restaurant by calling 747-7700. 


Vietnam Service Medal, are seen in the in . _ 
the planting at the Rutland County| Bill Ellwood gave an update on the archiving of Chapter | records. 


Vietnam Veterans Memorial in this recent | Besides 185 photos and 363 newsletters, we have added 87 newspaper 
photo. articles to the digital archive, a collaboration between Chapter | and the 
Rutland Historical Society. The Rutland Historical Society website 
(rutlandhistory.com) provides a link to the material, some of which is 
stored on a much larger website, archive.com. 





The photos, which document Chapter 1’s activities through the years, are attractively organized into nine digital 
“albums.” The Historical Society “has done a great job,” Bill reported. 


In connection with the archiving, Andy Megrath is trying to obtain old membership rosters from early days of 
Chapter 1. We have found some membership lists in the files but would like to have at least one membership list 
for each year since our start in 1980. 


We approved a motion to spend $25, if necessary, to buy a program to convert PDF computer files into Excel (table 
or spreadsheet) files. That would allow names to be extracted from the lists national VVA provides us, without 
retyping the information. 


Bill noted that mention of the Chapter 1 archiving project will be included in the Annual Report of the Historical 
Society in the Rutland City Annual Report. 


Tim Lonergan is a volunteer with Vermont Adaptive Ski and Sports, a non-profit organization that provides 
activities for disabled persons, including veterans, both able-bodied and disabled. Last September, Chapter 1 
approved a $1,000 donation to Vermont Adaptive, with the understanding the contribution might be renewed 
annually. 


Tim provided a list of activities this year under Vermont Adaptive’s Veterans Ventures program. The program 
served 148 veterans, 54 of whom were from the southern Vermont area. Activities were suspended in early March, 
due to the coronavirus, but resumed July 16 with a paddle and hike at Kent Pond. 


All events have been free for veterans, including equipment, lessons and tickets. Activities included rock climbing, 
ice climbing, paddle sports, golf, skiing, snowboarding, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, fishing, hiking, 
cycling, mountain biking, trail riding and more. There were five multi-day retreats. Participants included veterans 
who had served in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kosovo, Vietnam, and Korea. Many have been diagnosed with a wide range 
of disabilities, from physical injuries to other trauma. 


Jack Crowther moved to again donate $1,000 to the organization. Seconded by Dick Doyle. Passed unanimously. 
Tim Lonergan won the $50 drawing among those who attended the meeting. 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, JAN. 13, AT 4 P.M. 


AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING. 


